1st Grade Clusters 3 and 4: Addition and Subtraction


· 7 + 5 = 12  

What other pairs of number add up to 12?  Think of as many as you can.  

· Fill in the blanks to make the equations true.

3 + 3 + 3 + ____ = 12

2 + 2 = 1 + ___

4 + 4 = 3 + ___

· 10 – 4 = 6  

Think of five more subtraction problems with the same answer.  

· Erik has 2 baseball caps.  Matt has 1 baseball cap.  Drew has 4 baseball caps.  If Drew loses 1 of his caps, how many caps are there altogether?

· Pick a pair of numbers from the box…

A. With a sum less than 10

B. With a difference of exactly 10

C. With a sum of 20

D. With a sum greater than 20.

· Uncle Frank bought a dozen (12) doughnuts.  His nephew ate 3, his niece ate 2, and Uncle Frank ate 4.  How many doughnuts were left?  Draw a picture or write a number sentence to show your answer. 

· Amber had 3 bananas and 2 pears.  She gave one banana to her mother, 1 pear to her brother and 1 banana and 1 pear to her sister.  How many pieces of fruit does Amber have left?  Draw a picture or write a number sentence to show your answer.  

· Stan can check out a total of 25 books from the library during the summer.  In June, he checked out 6 books.  In July, he checked out 10 books.  How many more books can Stan check out before the summer is over?

· Maya has 1 dog, 2 cats, and 6 goldfish.  Draw a picture or write a number sentence to show how many pets Maya has.  

· Place the number facts in the correct shape:


    Less than 10             More than 10                Equal to 10      

6 + 4 

2 + 7 

3 + 4 

6 + 6 

8 + 3



9 + 5

2 + 8

5 + 4

7 + 3

3	     15		2


8	     5	     12





The purpose of these word problems is:


-to be used in instruction with teacher guidance and modeling


-to help students develop the ability to break down the context of the  


 problem


-to practice the use of different strategies when solving problems


Please see the “Suggestions for Word Problem Instruction” document for more ideas.








