[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Regrouping


Second graders have begun working on cluster 3 skills including 2-digit addition with regrouping.  When we were in elementary school, this was what we called carrying.  The term regrouping is used to better help the children understand that when we have 13 ones, we can “regroup” them as 1 ten and 3 ones. 

   We’ve learned that numbers have nicknames just like people.  So when a child is called “Peanut” or “Honey” at home, but Joe in school, it is really the same person.  Just like 4 tens, 12 ones or 52 ones, is the same number.

Traditional Adding

Students have always been taught to add the ones first, then the tens.  This is still the case.  However, the traditional method proves to be frustrating to many children since they are naturally inclined to begin adding from left to right like when reading; therefore adding the tens first, then the ones.  When this happens, students often don’t know what to do when they find ten or more ones.  Some examples of their misunderstanding are shown below.




When you notice your child making these types of mistakes, it is a sign that they do not fully understand what is happening when they are adding large numbers.  Encourage your child to make a model or draw a picture 


of the problem by showing the tens and ones:





Another Way to Add

Students have also been shown another way to add 2-digit numbers that seems to be easier for some of them to understand.  The “official name” for this method is partial sums.  But I just call it another way to add!  The children like this method because they can begin adding with either the ones or tens first and they don’t have to worry about where to “carry” or regroup the one on top.  Please see the examples below.





Questions?

I hope this helps you better understand the various methods your child may be using when completing homework.  Please allow your child to use either the traditional or partial sums method, whichever they find easiest to understand and explain.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.  Thank you!

Diane Kelbaugh
dmkelba@k12.carr.org
Math Updates from Mrs. Kelbaugh





      1


      35


     +17


      52


Correct





35


   + 17         +17


42


  Incorrect





When the children add the ones (whether they add the ones first or the tens first) they should circle a group of ten ones.  Ask, “Do you need to regroup?”





Partial Sums





1.  add the tens (or ones)


+17	2. add the ones (or tens)


 40	3. find the total of the tens 


     +12		and ones


      52








