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Regrouping


Second graders are now working on cluster 7 skills including 2-digit subtraction with regrouping.  When we were in elementary school, this was what we called borrowing.  The term regrouping is used to better help the children understand that when we have 1 ten, we can “regroup” it as 10 ones. 

   We’ve learned that 35 can be 3 tens and 5 ones, but it can also be 2 tens and 15 ones.  Numbers have different names.  These names don’t change the value.

Learning to Subtract

  Students are learning to use manipulatives such as Digi Blocks and Base Ten Blocks to model subtraction.  These blocks allow them to see exactly what happens to the numbers when regrouping.  We are also learning how to know when regrouping is needed.  

   Next we learn to use drawings to represent the subtraction process.  Students carefully draw numbers using tens and ones (or sticks and stones), regroup, then cross off to subtract as needed.  

   It is perfectly normal for many second graders to rely on pictures at this point as they learn the regrouping process for subtraction.  By the end of the school year, your child should be comfortable enough with the process, to subtract without relying on pictures. However, they will then need to rely on their mastery of the basic facts!

Common Mistakes

  When children subtract they often forget to look through the entire equation first.  They are eager to attack the problem and get it finished!  We have learned to look at the ten’s place and the one’s place before beginning to subtract: 

· Do I have enough tens in 35 to subtract 1 ten?

· Do I have enough ones in 35 to subtract 7 ones?

· Do I need to regroup?




   Another mistake children often make, is to disregard regrouping and switch the equation around to make it work.  In the incorrect example below, you’ll notice that 5 ones take away 7 ones equals 2.  When a child cannot subtract the bottom number from the top number, they often flip the numbers and write the difference without regrouping.

   Watch for these mistakes as your child is completing his/her math homework.  Use the questions above to help your child think through their work.  Encourage your child to make a model or draw a picture if they continue to be frustrated by these types of equations.
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Using Pictures to Subtract

  This is an example of the way we use pictures to model the above equation.
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  We started by showing 35 as 3 tens and 5 ones.  We had to regroup because we did not have enough ones to subtract 7 ones.  We regrouped 1 ten to get 10 more ones.  Then we had 2 tens and 15 ones, which is still 35.  Finally we subtracted 1 ten and 7 ones (17).  We are left with 1 ten and 8 ones (18).


Web Site Reminder

Pearson Success Net 

www.pearsonsuccessnet.com 

  This site is the online version of the math textbook we use in school.  Remember your child can print out workbook pages, play games, and use virtual manipulatives for extra practice or to help with nightly homework assignments.  We use the E*Tools feature regularly in class.

**Your child’s username and password for the Pearson site:

Username ________________________

Password:  ammath     or 
   pmmath
CCPS Math Web Site

http://www2.carrollk12.org/instruction/elemcurric/math/student.HTM
  This site has resources, games, and tips for both students and parents!  


Questions?

I hope this helps you better understand the various methods your child may be using when completing homework.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.  Thank you!

Diane Kelbaugh
dmkelba@k12.carr.org

Upcoming Clusters

· Cluster 8 – Fractions & Probability

· Cluster 9 – Money

· Cluster 10 – Time

· Cluster 11 – Measurement (length, temperature, weight, area, perimeter, capacity)

  Try to incorporate these skills into your everyday activities such as:

· Cooking

· Scheduling activities by using a calendar

· Counting coins to make purchases

· Counting the change you receive

· Telling time on a clock with hands

· Keeping track of time

· Using rulers or tape measures

· Discussing the daily temperature

· Comparing the capacity of various containers (milk jugs, juice cartons, ice cream containers, etc)
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