4th Grade Cluster 2: Knowledge of Statistics

· Students made a line plot of the number of pets they had at home.  
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A. How many pets are there altogether?

B. What is the median number of pets?

C. What is the mode?

D. How many students participated in the survey?

· Have your students do an activity for one minute (jumping jacks, sit-ups, pick up popcorn with chopsticks, throw and catch a ball with a partner, etc.).  Students must keep track of how many times they did the activity during the minute.  Have students create a line plot to show the data for their group. 
· Mr. Hardy’s students and their parents took part in a survey in which they were asked to make their favorite colors.  The following graph shows the results of their survey. 
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A. Why are the bars 2 different patterns/colors?

B. What other scale could be used for this graph?

C. What color did the most parents choose as their favorite?

D. What color did the fewest students choose as their favorite?

E. Which color got the most votes altogether?

· The students in Mrs. Wink’s class took a test.  Here are their scores:
100, 95, 70, 85, 85, 90, 100, 95, 80, 65, 95

A. What is the range of the data?

B. What is the median score?

C. What is the mode?

The purpose of these word problems is:


-to be used in instruction with teacher guidance and modeling


-to help students develop the ability to break down the context of the  


 problem


-to practice the use of different strategies when solving problems


Please see the “Suggestions for Word Problem Instruction” document for more ideas.








