Kindergarten Calendar Activity – Extension for Cluster K.4

Students who have shown early mastery of the K.4 benchmarks can complete an extension activity focusing on the calendar and months of the year (first grade benchmark).  A suggested plan is as follows:

· As a group, brainstorm the months of the year.  After listing them (refer to a calendar if things get tough), rewrite them in order beginning with January.  

· Using old calendars that have been cut apart, give each group of 2-3 students the calendar pages out of order.  Have them order them.  Do this several times.  Teams can compete to see which team correctly orders them first.  Continually practice the reading of the months so they become part of each student’s sight word vocabulary.

· Discuss special events.  See if the students can come up with the months in which they occur. (special birthdays, holidays, milestones, etc.).  Send home homework (See parent letter).

· Show a commercially prepared calendar.  Discuss how each month usually includes the following:  calendar grid, special days labeled, picture to go with each month which may or may not relate to that month depending on the calendar’s theme.

· Tell students that they will be designing their own calendars.  For each month of their calendars, they will need to include the calendar grid (already done), a sentence* about a special event occurring during that month with the date highlighted on the calendar grid, and a colored picture that relates to the sentence written.  The homework will come in handy at this point! (Calendar pages need to be copied and cut in half.)

* You may choose to differentiate for students who are not ready to write in sentences.  Just the date followed by the event could be written on the lines under the calendar and picture.

· Once explained, students can work on calendars independently.  Be sure to monitor their progress.  Occasionally meet with them and play a game using the calendar grid from a particular month.  Questions like the following could be asked using the March calendar:

· How many Mondays are in March?

· How many days are in March?

· What is the date of the first Tuesday in March?

· What month comes before March?

· What month comes after March?

· What day of the week will April the first fall on?

· Finished calendars should be shared with others in the group.  They can then go home to be displayed and used as a very valuable resource for the family!  Don’t forget to include a colorful cover!


A two-page sheet of the months of the year has been included.  Each month could be cut and mounted on an index card.  As a station activity, the students could practice sequencing the months.  Two additional sets could be made.  At a different station, students could use the two sets to play memory. 








