Key Vocabulary for Mathematics in Kindergarten

Notes to Teachers:
1. Vocabulary to support all of the Process Standards, including Problem Solving, is ongoing through all 7 clusters, even though there are not specific benchmark indicators.
2. The words in italics are found in the PreK VSC and are also used in the Kindergarten Mathematics Program.

3. There may be other math vocabulary that you find important.  Feel free to include them.

4. Even though you will expose the students to these vocabulary words, continue to pick and choose the appropriate ones for your word walls.

5. Quick Notes are meant to help clarify frequently occurring teacher questions.
Cluster 1
· Compare

· Match

· Describe

· Bar graphs

· Most 

· Least

· Data (yes/no)

· Picture graphs

· Same

· More

· Less

· 0-5

· Sort 

· Longer

· Shorter

· Bigger

· Smaller

· Hotter

· Colder

· Heavier

· Lighter
· Taller
Quick Note:  Patterning is taught in cluster 3.  The skills listed above are under the Standard of Algebra, Patterns, and/or Functions.

Cluster 2 
· More

· Less

· Most

· Same

· Count to ten
· Match numeral to set 0-5

· Match numeral to set 0-10

· Count backwards
· Join
· Put together
· Plus
· And
· Part-part-whole
· Missing part
· Take apart
· Separate
· Fewer than
· Least

· Less than

· More than

· As many as

· Addition

· Add

· Subtraction

· Subtract

· Compare

· First

· Second

· Third

· Fourth

· Fifth
· Next

· Last
· Equal

· One more

· One less

· Penny

· Number line

· Five frame

· Ten frame

(Quick note:   Reading number words is not a benchmark indicator.)
Cluster 3
· Pattern with 2 objects
· Pattern with 2 actions

· Rule

· Continue pattern

· Everyday objects that are solid figures

· Attribute language relating to plane and solid figures

· Size

· Shape

· Weight

· Length

· Color

· Circle

· Square

· triangle
· rectangle

· repeat
· non-pattern
· label

· pattern with 3 objects
· pattern with 3 actions
· Slide
· Solid Geometric shapes:  cone, pyramid, rectangular prism, cube, sphere, cylinder
· identify attributes of solid shapes
· rolls
· stacks
· identify specific attributes of plane shapes – examples:
· four corners
· four sides
· no sides
· over
· under
· above
· on
· next to
· below
· beside
· behind
Cluster 4

· compare

· time 
· Sunday

· Monday

· Tuesday

· Wednesday

· Thursday

· Friday

· Saturday

· Calendar

· Today

· Yesterday

· Tomorrow

· Morning

· Afternoon

· Night

· Before

· After

· Hour hand

· Minute hand

· Clock
· temperature 
· hotter
· colder

· warm

· warmer

· hotter months/colder months

· money 
· penny

· nickel

· dime

· measurement 
· length- longer, shorter
· height – shorter, taller
· weight- lighter, heavier
· capacity

· two-pan balance

· non-standard units
· measure

Cluster 5

· Review of cluster 2 vocabulary
· Double ten frames

· Numbers zero to twenty

· Count by fives up to fifty

· Review penny, nickel, dime

· Quarter

Cluster 6

· Numeric patterns

· Review of cluster 3 patterning vocabulary

· Review of sort

Cluster 7

· Halves

· Symmetry

· Fair share

· Equally

· Review of combining and separating vocabulary from clusters 2 and 5 

Process Standards

· Problem Solving
· Question

· Problem

· Plan

· Solve

· Solution

· Look Back

· Strategy

· Draw a picture

· Pattern

· Write an equation

· Make a model
· Graph
· Reasoning

· Communication
· Connections

· Representation









