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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Kindergarten, Cluster 6 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Kindergarten Mathematics – Cluster 6





Equal groups, sharing, fractions and telling time





Students need to:





Show initial awareness of fractional parts (halves) using concrete materials





Recognize the concept of symmetry





Identify time to the hour and half hour





Solve a given story problem that is based on the combining and separating of manipulatives and pictures 





Ways Parents Can Help





Most children have a good understanding of what is fair, so use this to help them make groups that are equal or fair.  Have your child count out object into equal groups.  For example, use candy and have them share equally with other members of the family.





Show the concept of cutting a real world object in halves. (i.e. cookie, slice of pizza, brownie, candy bar…)





Use play dough or real dough, roll out the dough, cut out a shape (circle, square, rectangle…) and help your child to cut the shape into halves using a plastic knife.  If using real dough, you can bake the halves and then show the two halves make a whole once they are cooked.





Find and discuss real world objects that have a line of symmetry





Using objects (m&m’s, macaroni, beans…) solve story problems that involve combining the objects to find the sum.





Using objects (m&m’s, macaroni, beans…) solve story problems that involve separating the objects to find the difference.











Key words and phrases





Equally


Fair share


Halves


Symmetry





Review of combining and separating vocabulary from clusters 2 and 5
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