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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in First Grade, Cluster 2 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



First Grade Mathematics – Cluster 2





Number relationships


Students need to:


Read, write and represent whole numbers to 50 (this will continue all year)


Rote count forward and backward beginning with numbers other than 1


Skip count by 10’s and 5’s (this will continue all year)


Understand the concepts before, after and between (i.e. 15 is before 16, 32 is after 31, 29 is between 28 and 30)


Identify and sequence objects using ordinal numbers through tenth. (i.e. which object is tenth in line?)


Use concrete materials to compose (put together) and decompose (take apart) quantities up to 20


Identify and represent numbers to 20 using concrete and pictorial representations (i.e. show numbers using objects and pictures)


Compare, order and describe whole numbers through 50 using greater than, less than, and equal to


Select appropriate operational and relational symbols to express relationships (i.e. +,-, <,>)


Identify multiple representations for a number (i.e.12,  6+6, a dozen…)                                                      


Read, write and represent whole numbers to 50 on a number line using manipulatives, symbols and a fifty chart


Demonstrate instant recognition of quantities in patterned sets                                                                                                                                           (i.e. using a train of 5 cubes, 4 red and 1 blue or 3 red and 2 blue is still 5)


Use the numbers 5 and 10 as anchors in relationship to other numbers


Demonstrate subitization to 10 (i.e. instantly recognize a quantity without counting using dot cards, 10 frames and dot cubes)


Estimate quantities up to 50 and use the term about








Ways Parents Can Help


Practice reading numbers as they appear in the world around you with your child.


Practice counting forward and backward beginning with numbers other than 1. Practice skip-counting by 5 and 10.


Use the words after, before and between when talking about numbers. (i.e. What number would come after __?)


Practice stating the ordinal position of an object through tenth. (What place are we standing in line?)


Use objects around the house (buttons, macaroni, pennies…) to show a given number to 20.


Use objects to put together and take apart quantities to 20.


Estimate and then count quantities up to 50 as they appear in the world around you with your child.  Try to count and look at a group of 5 or 10 as a reference point to help with the estimating.








Key Vocabulary


Estimate:  finding a number close to an exact amount


Greater than:  more than, shows relationships between numbers, the symbol >


Less than: fewer than, shows relationships between numbers, the symbol <


Number line: a line on which numbers can be written or visualized


Order: arrangement according to size, amount or value


Ordinal numbers: numbers used to express order


Skip-counting:  counting forwards or backwards in multiples or intervals of a given number


Subitize: instant recognition of quantity without counting i.e. dot cards, ten frames, dot cubes
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