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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in First Grade, Cluster 3 and 4 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



First Grade Mathematics – Cluster 3 & 4





Computation: addition and subtraction


Students need to:





Use strategies to add and subtract basic math facts such as counting on, counting back, making ten, doubles and doubles +1.





Use models, manipulatives and make drawings to show addition and subtraction facts.





Select appropriate symbols and operations to solve simple problems.





Find the missing number in an addition and subtraction sentence with numbers less than 10 by using pictures or manipulatives.





Solve a given word problem based on addition and subtraction concepts.








Ways Parents Can Help





Use Legos, pasta shapes or other fun objects to model addition and subtraction facts.


Keep a set of flash cards in the car to practice as you run errands.


Use fact triangles to write the fact family number sentences.


With a deck of cards, use the number cards to play Fact War.  Each player flips 1 card and the player to say the sum first, gets both cards.


Visit the county math websites for fun fact practice links


� HYPERLINK "http://carrollk12.org/instruction/elemcurric/math/student.HTM" ��http://carrollk12.org/instruction/elemcurric/math/student.HTM�








Key Vocabulary


Add: join 2 or more groups


Addend: any number being added  (3 + 4 =7)


Difference: the number that results from subtracting one number from another  (7 – 4= 3)


Equal: the same amount 


Minuend : the number you subtract from.   7 – 4 = 3


Minus: the symbol for taking away, removing or comparing a difference   -


Number line: a line on which numbers can be written or visualized


Number sentence: an equation with numbers  3 + 4 = 7 or  7 – 4 = 3	


Plus: the symbol for joining 2 or more groups  +


Strategy: a plan or method used to solve a problem


Subtract: take away, remove, or compare


Sum: the number that results from adding two or more addends  3 + 4 = 7
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