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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in First Grade, Cluster 5 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



First Grade Mathematics – Cluster 5





numbers to 100


Students need to:


Count to 100.


Read, write and represent whole numbers to 100 and beyond using symbols (digits), words and models (base ten blocks, digi-blocks, counters…).


Use the 100 chart and place value chart to increase our understanding of numbers to 100.


Represent and analyze numeric patterns using skip counting by 2, 5 and 10 starting at 0.


Represent and analyze numeric patterns using skip counting forward and backwards by 10 starting at a multiple of 10 (10,20,30…) and using manipulatives (base ten blocks, digi-blocks, counters, 100 chart…).


Review skip counting by 5’s and 10’s starting at any whole number using manipulatives (base ten blocks, digi-blocks, counters, 100 chart…).


Identify the place value (ones, tens, hundreds) of a digit in a whole number.


Write numbers in expanded form using tens and ones (i.e. 53 = 50 + 3).


Identify numbers as even or odd.








Ways Parents Can Help





Use blocks, pasta shapes or other fun objects to model numbers to 100.


While riding in the car practice counting to 100.


When walking up or down stairs, practice skip counting by 2’s, 5’s or 10’s.


If your child is familiar with nickels, practice counting by 5’s with nickels. If your child is familiar with dimes, practice skip counting by 10’s with dimes.


When seeing numbers in your surroundings, help your child to say them, tell what the expanded form for that number is and have them classify the number as even or odd.


Have your child take a handful of beans or other small objects.  Count them and then arrange them in pairs to find out if the number is even or odd.  An odd number will have a left over object and an even number will have no left over objects.








Key Vocabulary


Estimate:  a number close to the exact amount 


Even: a whole number divisible by 2.  Even numbers have 0,2,4,6, or 8 in the ones place                             


Expanded Form: a way to write number that shows the place value of each digit   789= 700 + 80 + 9       


Number line:  a line on which numbers can be written or visualized


Odd: a number not divisible by 2.  Odd numbers have 1,3,5,7, or 9 in the ones place


Ones: the position in place value where the digit’s value is equal to the digit (i.e. in the number 56, the 6 is in the one’s place so it’s value is 6)


Order: to organize and arrange numbers based on a given rule (i.e. least to greatest; greatest to least).


Place Value:  the value of a digit as determined by its position in a number (e.g., in the number “11” the one is worth either 10 or 1, depending on the position)


Tens:	 The position in place value where the digit’s value is equal to the digit times ten (i.e. in the number 56, the 5 is in the ten’s place so it’s value is 50 (5x10)).
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