
[image: image1.png]



Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Second Grade, Cluster 8 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Second Grade Mathematics – Cluster 8





fractions and probability





Students need to:


Read, write and represent fractions, with denominators of 2, 3, 4, 6 or 8 as parts of a whole unit using symbols and models.


Read, write and represent fractions, with denominators of 2, 3 or 4 as parts of a set using pictures, models and words (halves, thirds, fourths).


Make connections between fractions and symmetry.


Identify the numerator and denominator of a fraction.


Recognize that an event may have more than one outcome (coin flip outcomes are heads or tails, rolling a number cube has six outcomes rolling a 1,2,3,4,5 or 6) and list the possible outcomes for an event.


Connect fractions as a way to write probability of an event.


Identify the likelihood of an event using the terms: equally likely, more likely, and less likely.








Ways Parents Can Help


Use fruit or other foods to name fractions. (i.e cut an apple in half and have your child name the fraction, break an orange into fourths and identify the fractions…)


Use household objects to make sets to show different fractions. (i.e use silverware to make a set that is half forks…)


Make predictions for everyday events using the terms likely and unlikely; less likely or more likely to compare to outcomes. (i.e. on a day when it is really cloudy it may be likely to rain, it is unlikely to rain when it is sunny; predict the chances of pulling something out of a drawer without looking such as a certain color sock, compare the probability of events when the difference is easy to see such as picking the one blue Skittle out of several red and green ones without looking; discuss the chances of rolling a certain number on a number cube…)








Key Vocabulary


denominator: bottom number in a fraction; the number of parts the whole is divided into


eighth: a fraction with eight pieces; either a whole unit cut into 8 pieces or a set of 8 items


equal parts: pieces of a whole unit that are the same size


equally likely outcomes: events in a sample space that have the same probability of occurring


fourth: a fraction with four pieces; either a whole unit cut into 4 pieces or a set of 4 items


half: a fraction with two pieces; either a whole unit cut into 2 pieces or a set of 2 items.


less likely: an outcome that has less of a chance of happening than another outcome


likelihood: the chance that a particular outcome will occur


likely: will probably happen; an outcome with a probability between ½ and 1.


more likely: an outcome that has more of a chance of happening than another outcome


numerator: number above the line in a fraction, showing number of parts of the whole.


possible outcome: one of the possible results of a probability experiment


sixth: a fraction with six pieces; either a whole unit cut into 6 pieces or a set of 6 items


third: a fraction with three pieces; either a whole unit cut into 3 pieces or a set of 3 items


unlikely: will probably not happen; an outcome with a probability between 0 and ½.


whole: all, everything, total; all the parts
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