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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Third Grade, Cluster 9 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Third Grade Mathematics – Cluster 9





Fractions, decimals and probability


Students need to:


Represent proper fractions with denominators of 2, 3, or 4 on a number line


Read, write or represent halves, thirds, fourths, sixths and eighths as part of a single region using symbols, words or models


Read, write or represent halves, thirds, fourths, sixths and eighths as part of a set which has the same number of items as the denominator using symbols, words or models


Compare fractions with or without using the symbols <, >, or =


Read, write or represent decimals using symbols, words and models to the hundredths place


Describe the probability and determine the fairness by applying the terms more (or most) likely, less (or least likely), or equally likely


Identify possible outcomes and represent as a fraction that makes up the sample space for a given real life situation


Identify possible outcomes and represent as a fraction that makes up the sample space for a given experiment such as rolling a number cube, flipping a coin…











Ways Parents Can Help


Use fruit or other foods to name fractions. (i.e cut an apple in half and have your child name the fraction, break an orange into fourths and identify the fractions…)


Use household objects to make sets to show different fractions. (i.e use silverware to make a set that is half forks…)


Make predictions for everyday events using the terms likely and unlikely; less likely or more likely to compare to outcomes. (i.e. on a day when it is really cloudy it may be likely to rain, it is unlikely to rain when it is sunny; predict the chances of pulling something out of a drawer without looking such as a certain color sock, compare the probability of events when the difference is easy to see such as picking the one blue Skittle out of several red and green ones without looking; discuss the chances of rolling a certain number on a number cube…)
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Key Vocabulary


certain: an event that always happens


decimal: a number containing a decimal point written in base ten


denominator: bottom number in a fraction; the number of parts the whole is divided into


equally likely outcomes: events in a sample space that have the same probability of occurring


event: a possible outcome in probability


fraction: a number that names part of a whole or part of a set, and also represents division


hundredth: one part of one hundred divided into 100 parts


less likely: an outcome that has less of a chance of happening than another outcome


more likely: an outcome that has more of a chance of happening than another outcome


numerator: number above the line in a fraction, showing number of parts of the whole.


possible outcome: one of the possible results of a probability experiment


probability: the number of favorable outcomes compared to the number of possible outcomes of an experiment.  


tenth: one part of one ten divided into 10 parts


whole number: the numbers in the set {0, 1, 2, 3, …}
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