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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in fourth grade, Cluster 1, along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fourth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 1





Number Relationships & Computation


Students need to:


Read, write, and represent whole numbers using symbols, words, or models (0 – 1,000,000)


Express whole numbers in expanded form


Identify the place value of a digit in a number


Compare or order no more than 4 whole numbers with or without using the symbols (<, >, or =)


Estimate sums and differences of whole numbers to the nearest thousand


Add and subtract whole numbers with regrouping     (0 – 10,000)


Use mathematical properties to solve problems, including the identity, associative, commutative, and zero properties.


Solve for an unknown in an equation


With one operation (+, -, x,/), write simple algebraic expressions with an unknown and evaluate by substitution











Ways Parents


Can Help


Ask your child to make estimates about how many miles your family traveled or how many people attended an event.  Talk about the reasonableness of their estimates.


Help your child practice recalling basic addition and subtraction facts quickly and accurately with a game of “War.”


Write 30 facts on a set of index cards. Divide the cards between two players.  Each player flips a card and the player with the greatest sum or difference wins the cards.  Play until one player has all the cards.





Key Vocabulary


Associative property: no matter how numbers are grouped, in addition and multiplication, the answer will always be the same.  Ex.  (4 + 3) + 7 = 4 + (3 + 7)					


Commutative property:  numbers may be added or multiplied together in any order.  Ex.  2 + 6 = 6 + 2


Expanded form:  a way of writing numbers to show place value.  Ex.  358 = 300 + 50 + 8


Expression:  one or a group of mathematical symbols representing a number or quantity.  Ex.  6 + 7 - 3


Identity property:	when zero is added to a number, the result is the number itself.  Ex.  12 + 0 = 12	 


Place value:  the value of a digit depending on its place in a number


Substitution:  when an unknown is replaced with a number or quantity to solve an equation


Unknown:  a quantity represented by a letter or symbol.  Ex. 4 + n = 13, where n is the unknown
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