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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in fourth grade, Cluster 6, along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fourth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 6





Computation of fractions & Probability


Students need to:


Add and subtract fractions with like denominators and write answers in simplest form, using GCF.


Add or subtract two proper fractions or two mixed numbers with like denominators and a whole number and a proper fraction with a single-digit denominator.


Find the probability of an event with equally likely outcomes and express as a fraction.


Use two independent events in a tree diagram or an organized list.


Conduct an experiment and make a prediction based on the outcomes of the experiment.





Ways Parents


Can Help





As your child practices adding and subtracting fractions with like denominators, remind them that the denominator always remains the same.  If you subtract 3 ninths from 8 ninths, you have 5 ninths – the number of things changes      (8-3=5), but the kind of              things (ninths) doesn’t.


Conduct experiments at home with coins, spinners, or number cubes.


*What are the possible outcomes when you flip one coin?  Two coins? *How about when you toss one coin and one number cube, labeled 1-6 on its sides?


Have your child record the results in a tree diagram and share it with you.





Key Vocabulary





Equally likely:  having the same chance, or probability 


Event:  a possible outcome in probability  


Probability:  the chance of an event occurring


Outcome:  one of the possible events in a probability situation


Tree diagram:  a representation that shows all of the possible combinations (outcomes) of an event				
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