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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in fourth grade, Cluster 7, along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fourth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 7





Number relationships - decimals


Students need to:


Read, write, and represent decimals through hundredths, using symbols, words, and models


Compare and order decimals to the nearest hundredth and describe them using place value concepts and decimals in equivalent forms


Represent decimals on a number line


Estimate sums and differences with decimals


Add and subtract decimals and money amounts


Determine the change from $100


Compare the value of 2 sets of mixed currency ($0-$100)








Ways Parents


Can Help


Remind your child about a few important steps, when adding and subtracting decimal numbers:


*Pay attention to place value (Line up the decimal points in the numbers.  Write the decimal point in the sum area.)


*Add in each place


*Regroup when needed


Ask your child to identify the place value of digits in decimal numbers or ask what digit is in the tenths or hundredths place.


When shopping, have your child count out the money needed to make  purchases.


Encourage your children to play “store” at home, using toys and other small items.  They can practice skills such as counting money, adding money amounts together, and making change.





Key Vocabulary





Decimal number:  a quantity containing a decimal point, separating the ones and tenths places


Equivalent:  having the same value


Estimate:  to find a number close to an exact amount


Hundredths:  the place value in a decimal number, which is to the right of the tenths place.  Ex.  24.65 -- Read “Twenty-four and sixty-five hundredths”.  There are 5 hundredths in this number.


Tenths:  the place value in a decimal number, which is to the right of the ones place and immediately follows the decimal point.  


Ex.  375.82 – Read “Three hundred seventy-five and eighty-two hundredths”.  There are 8 tenths in this number.				
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