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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Fifth Grade, Cluster 1 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fifth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 1





Place Value and decimals


Students need to:


Read and write standard form and expanded notation for numbers through hundred millions


Read, write and represent decimals on a number line using decimals with no more than two decimal places


Compare and order decimals with or without the symbols (>,<,=) using no more than four decimals and no more than three decimal places


Round whole numbers and decimals








Ways Parents Can Help


Play “wipe-out” with a calculator. Students key in the same number, for ex. 256,734,891.  Ask them to "wipeout" one of the digits without changing any of the other digits.  Ex. “Wipe out the digit 4.” Students will need to know that the 4 has a value of 4,000 in order to wipe it out from the calculator.


How many articles/items can you find in a catalog with prices that have a given number in the units place and a given number in the tenths place and or the hundredths place? (i.e. with a 3 in the units place, a 7 in the tenths place and a nine in the hundredths place)


Play 20 questions using a number as what needs to be figured out using questions focusing on place value.





Key Vocabulary


decimal: a number containing a decimal point written in base ten


expanded form: a way to write number that shows the place value of each digit. (789= 700 + 80 + 9)


greater than: more than, shows relationships between numbers, the symbol >


hundredths: one part of one hundred divided into 100 parts


less than: fewer than, shows relationships between numbers, the symbol <


period: a group of three places used for the digits in large numbers (the ones period, the thousands period, the millions period)


place value: the value of a digit as determined by its position in a number (in the number 22 the two is worth either 20 or 2 depending on the position).


standard form: a number written with one digit for each place value and commas separating periods  (2,345,786)


thousandths: one of a thousand equal parts


whole numbers: positive integers and zero. (0, 1, 2, 3 …)
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