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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Fifth Grade, Cluster 3 advanced, along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fifth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 3 Advanced





Multiplication of Whole Numbers and Decimals Algebra, Patterns and Functions


Students need to:


Explain and apply number relationships using the properties of operations, including associative, commutative, distributive, identity, zero and multiplicative inverse


Determine the approximate products of decimals using decimals with no more than 3 digits multiplied by a 2-digit whole number.


Multiply decimals- use a decimal with no more than 3 digits multiplied by a 2-digit decimal


Estimate and determine the area of a polygon using triangle and whole number dimensions (0-200)


Determine the missing dimension of a quadrilateral given the perimeter length with whole number dimensions (0-200)


Estimate and determine the volume of a rectangular prism with whole number dimensions (0-1,000)


Estimate and determine the area of a composite figure using no more than four polygons (triangles or rectangles) and whole number dimensions (0-500)


Analyze linear relationships


Identify and describe the change represented in a graph (increase, decrease, no change)


Translate the graph of a linear relationship onto a table of values that illustrates the type of change.





Ways Parents Can Help


Have your child multiply money amounts when they opportunity arises (restaurant, store…)





Practice estimation skills in a store by figuring out what the approximate total of the same cost items will be.





Practice finding the area of rectangles using the formula length x width.





Practice finding the perimeter of closed figures using addition.





Look for charts and graphs in the newspaper.  Discuss the data with someone in your family.











Key Vocabulary


area : the size of a region measured in number of square units


Associative Property : a property of multiplication in which the regrouping of the factors does not change the outcome of the operations.  i.e., (ab)c = a(bc)


Commutative Property : a property of multiplication in which the product stays the same when the order of the factors is changed (i.e., ab = ba). 


Distributive Property : a property which establishes a relationship between multiplication and addition such that multiplication distributes across the addition [i.e., a(b+c) = ab + ac].


estimate- to give an approximate value rather than an exact answer


Identity Property : the product of any factor and 1 is that factor. 7 x 1 = 7


perimeter : the distance around a geometric shape.


volume : the amount of space enclosed in a three-dimensional figure, measured in cubic units


Zero Property : the product of a number and zero is 0.  3 x 0 = 0
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