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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Fifth Grade, Cluster 5 advanced, along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fifth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 5 Advanced





Knowledge of probability and statistics


Students need to:


Organize and display data to make frequency tables


Organize and display data to make stem-and-leaf plots


Organize and display data using back-to-back stem-and-leaf plots


Interpret frequency tables


Read and analyze circle graphs


Interpret data from a stem-and-leaf plot


Apply measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode)


Determine the probability of one simple event comprised of equally likely outcomes and express the probability of an event as a fraction and as a decimal


Analyze the results of a probability experiment


Conduct a probability experiment


Compare outcomes of theoretical probability with the results of the experimental probability


Describe the difference between theoretical and experimental probability








Ways Parents Can Help





Keep track of what you eat for one week.  Display the data in a graph and look at what healthy foods you are eating.


Look through the kitchen pantry.  Make a table and collect data on what different three dimensional shapes you find.  Display your data in a graph. Discuss your findings.


Look for charts and graphs in the newspaper.  Discuss the data with someone in your family.


What does the information tell us?


What are the parts of the graph?


What kind of graph is it?


Could the data be displayed another way?


What is the scale used?  Why did they choose that scale?











Key Vocabulary


circle graph: graph using a divided circle where each section represents part of the total


frequency table: a table used in statistics as a method of recording the data collected 


mean: average of a number of different amounts


measure of central tendency: numbers which tend to cluster around the “middle” of a set of values.  Three such numbers are mean, median, and mode


median: a type of average – the middle value of an ordered set of values


mode: a type of average – the value that occurs the most


outcome: one of the possible results of a probability experiment


probability: the chance that a particular outcome will occur


range: from the lowest score to the highest score in a graph


stem and leaf plot: a data display that shows groups of data arranged by place value
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