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Dear Parents,
     Here is what your child is learning in Fifth Grade, Cluster 9 along with some specific ways you can help.  Look for additional newsletters for upcoming units.



Fifth Grade Mathematics – Cluster 9





fractions and decimals





Students need to:


Estimate and multiply fractions and express in simplest form (lowest terms) using denominators as factors of 24 not including 24 (0-20)


Estimate and multiply decimals using a decimal with no more than 3 digits multiplied by a 2 digit decimal (0-1000)


Estimate and divide decimals using a decimal with no more than 5 digits divided by a whole number with no more than 2 digits without annexing zeros (0-1000) (Make a connection: express remainders as whole numbers, fractions and decimals)








Ways Parents Can Help





Have your child practice multiplying fractions with measuring cups.





Play a game where you roll dice to make fractions and see who can make the largest fraction out of your two dice. 





Draw a square and place a fraction at the top and a fraction at the side.  Have them shade each fraction and the dark shaded portion is your answer. 








Practice doubling or tripling the amount of ingredients needed for favorite recipes that have fractional measures.








Key Vocabulary


decimal:  a number containing a decimal point written in base ten.


denominator:  quantity below the line in a fraction, tells the number of equal parts the whole is divided into


equivalent fractions:  fractions that have the same value.


formula:  a rule that is written as an equation.


fraction:  a number that names part of a whole or part of a set, and represents division.


improper fraction:  a fraction whose numerator is great than or equal to its denominator.


inverse operations:  two operations the “undo” each other (e.g., addition and subtraction). 


least common multiple (LCM):  The smallest common multiple of a set of two or more numbers.


mixed number:  a number that has a whole number (not 0) and a fraction.   e.g.  2 ½


multiple:  the product of a whole number and any other whole number.


numerator: the quantity above the line in a fraction, it tells the number of equal parts being used.


operation:  a way that numbers or combined or separated (+, -, x, or /)


percent:  a special ratio that compares a number to 100 and uses the % sign (e.g., ½ = 50%)


proper fraction:  a fraction less than 1 - the numerator is less than the denominator.


ratio:  a comparison of two whole numbers by division.


simplest form:  a fraction in which the greatest common factor of the numerator and denominator is 1.
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